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MRC ENTERPRISES 

Literary Criticism Practice Test 5 – 2025/26 
 
 
Part I.  Knowledge of Literary Terms 

  and of Literary History 

  30 Items (1 point each) 

 
1. A syllogism informally stated and omitting the 

major or minor premise is known as a/an ___. 

 

A) ennead   D)  stichomythia 

B) palinode  E)  enthymeme 

C) syllepsis 

 

2. A/an ___ occurs at the beginning of the sestet in 

the Petrarchan sonnet; it is the turn in thought, 

from question to answer. 

 

A) tenor   D)  ictus 

B) volta   E)  breve 

C) octave 

 

3. A ___ is something written solely for money. 

 

A) potboiler  D)  penny dreadful 

B) dime novel  E)  name-story 

C) nouveau roman 

 

4. Some members of this group (the ___) – Benjamin 

Disraeli and Lady Caroline Lamb among them – 

emphasized gentility and etiquette. 

 

A) Sons of Ben             D)  Bluestockings 

B) Silver Fork School         E)  Bloomsbury Group 

C) Pre-Raphaelites 

 

5. The followers of John Wycliffe, this group known 

as the ___ inspired a popular religious reform 

movement in late fourteenth-century England. 

 

A) Lost Generation  D)  Parnassians 

B) Luddites  E)  Lollards 

C) Literary Club 

 

6. Southey, Wordsworth, and Coleridge were 

collectively given this derisive label:  ___. 

 

A) Lake School  D)  The Movement 

B) Language Poets  E)  Della Cruscans 

C) Oxford Reformers 

 

 

 

 

 

7. William Shakespeare did not write ___. 

 

A) Merchant of Venice D)  Rape of Lucrece 

B) Venus and Adonis  E)  Astrophil and Stella 

C) Measure for Measure 

 

8. “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God” was 

written and presented by ___. 

 

A) Samuel Richardson D)  J. G. Whitefield 

B) John Wesley  E)  Cotton Mather 

C) Jonathan Edwards 

 

9. Faust (parts I and II) came from the pen of ___. 

 

A) Alexandre Dumas          D)  Alain-Rene Lesage 

B) Victor Hugo             E)  Knut Hamsun 

C) Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 

 

10. ___ was the first American newspaper (1704). 

 

A) New York Gazette  D)  Boston News Letter 

B) American Weekly Mercury E)  The Daily Courant 

C) New England Courant 

 

11. The second part of the classical oration is the ___; 

its purpose is to set forth the facts. 

 

A) confirmation  D)  narration 

B) confutation  E)  exordium 

C) proposition 

 

12. The dates of the American Period of Conformity 

and Criticism:  ___. 

  

A) 1990-present  D)  1900-1930 

B) 1960-1989  E)  1865-1900 

C) 1930-1960 

 

13. Addison and Steele, Swift, and Pope are said to 

have made the ___. 

 

A) Augustan Age  D)  Jacobean Age 

B) Caroline Age  E)  Commonwealth 

C) Age of Johnson   Interregnum 
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14. Which of these does not fit into the English 

Realistic Period? 

 

A) The age found its most profound expression in 

the novel 

B) Sentimental melancholy, sympathy with 

animal life, and emotional psychology in 

fiction were emphasized areas in writings. 

C) The Little Theatre movement began in 

England. 

D) William Morris and George Bernard Shaw 

embraced Fabian socialism. 

E) The work of Gilbert and Sullivan, Oscar 

Wilde, and George Bernard Shaw enlightened 

the period. 

 

15. The addition of a syllable to the end of a word as in 

“dampen” from “damp” is called ___. 

 

A) solecism  D)  proparalepsis 

B) nonce word  E)  harangue 

C) pasquinade 

 

16. ___ is the muse of choral dance and song. 

 

A) Atropos   D)  Calliope 

B) Clio   E)  Aglaia 

C) Terpsichore 

 

17. A variation on the Italian sonnet in which the turn 

at line nine is omitted:  ___. 

 

A) Miltonic sonnet           D)  Elizabethan sonnet 

B) curtal sonnet           E)  caudate sonnet 

C) Spenserian sonnet 

 

18. Idiot’s Delight (1936), Abe Lincoln in Illinois (1939), 

and There Shall Be No Night (1941) all received 

Pulitzers for drama; they were penned by ___. 

 

A) Thornton Wilder       D)  Christopher Marlowe 

B) Eugene O’Neill          E)  Edward Albee 

C) Robert E. Sherwood 

 

19. Anne Sexton received the poetry Pulitzer for her 

volume Live or Die in ___. 

 

A) 1950   D)  1975 

B) 1956   E)  1982 

C) 1967 

 

20. John Kennedy Toole was awarded the 1981 fiction 

Pulitzer for ___. 

 

A) Humboldt’s Gift  D)  A Confederacy of 

B) The Hours   Dunces 

C) The Fixer  E)  The Yearling 

 

 

21. The 1907 Nobel was bestowed on Rudyard Kipling, 

who was from ___. 

 

A) Britain   D)  Ireland 

B) India   E)  Belgium 

C) The United States 

 

22. The first complete morality play – written around 

1405 – was ___. 

 

A) “Creed”       D)  Supplication for Beggars 

B) Piers Plowman      E)  Castle of Perseverance 

C) LeMorte Darthur 

 

23. The rhetorical gesture of agreeing or seeming to 

agree with an opponent is ___. 

 

A) oxytone   D)  morpheme 

B) synchoresis  E)  idyllium 

C) exordium 

 

24. His/her attending the premier of O’Neill’s Beyond 

the Horizon would be an anachronism . . . 

 

A) Edith Wharton  D)  Sinclair Lewis 

B) Booth Tarkington E)  Amy Lowell 

C) August Wilson 

 

25. His attending a dinner party at George Orwell’s 

home would be an anachronism . . . 

 

A) Gerard Manley Hopkins      D)  W. H. Auden 

B) Evelyn Waugh       E)  Noel Coward 

C) Aldous Huxley 

 

26. His/her reading of yesterday’s death of Alexander 

Solzhenitsyn would be an anachronism . . . 

 

A) Carol Ann Duffy D)  Margaret Drabble 

B) Thomas Mann  E)  Andrew Motion 

C) Phillip Roth 

 

27. A literary work that describes a return home, such 

as Homer’s Odyssey, is a/an ___. 

 

A) epistle   D)  jeremiad 

B) kitsch   E)  doggerel 

C) nostos 

 

28. Writing about saints – especially praising the virtues 

of its subject – is known as ___. 

 

A) hermeneutics  D)  hagiography 

B) ghazal   E)  examen 

C) exequy 
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29. J. K. Rowling prefers to eschew computers and to 

write her manuscripts by hand; this manuscript is 

termed ___. 

 

A) heroic line  D)  verso 

B) topograph  E)  holograph 

C) hapax legomenon 

 

30. Almahide (1710) was ___. 

 

A) the first opera sung in German 

B) the first epistolary novel 

C) the first Italian opera performed in Italian on an 

English stage 

D) the first English short story 

E) a collection of German folktales 

 

Part II.  UIL Reading List 

    20 items (2 points each) 

 
To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee 
 

31. Scout’s first day of school was considered 

unsuccessful because ___. 

 

A) Jem became angry with her because she sought 

him out on the playground 

B) Miss Caroline raved about her too much – 

causing all the other kids to hate her 

C) she slipped away from school at recess and was 

punished by Calpurnia 

D) she learned absolutely nothing new 

E) she got into trouble because she could already 

write in cursive and read 

 

32. Scout once became so excited that she screamed 

that the world was ending; in reality, she was ___. 

 

A) watching a tornado in the distance 

B) seeing Miss Stephanie Crawford’s car float 

down the street 

C) watching Tim Johnson chase two little boys 

down the road 

D) seeing snow fall for the first time in her life 

E) seeing flames of a huge hayfield fire 

 

33. According to Atticus, the one place in which all 

men are created equal is ___. 

 

A) in the public school system 

B) in the courts 

C) at their local church 

D) in their own family 

E) in God’s eyes 

 

 

 

 

34. ___ save Jem and Scout’s lives. 

 

A) Cecil Jacobs  D)  Heck Tate 

B) Walter Cunningham E)  Boo Radley 

C) Bob Ewell 

 

35. According to Sheriff Tate, Bob Ewell was killed by 

___. 

 

A) Arthur Radley      D)  drowning 

B) Jem       E)  falling on his own knife 

C) Nathan Radley 

 

36. Tom Robinson died ___. 

 

A) in his prison cell 

B) by his own hand 

C) when guards shot him as he tried to escape 

D) in a fight with another inmate 

E) from salmonella he contracted in jail 

 

37. Miss Maudie’s perspective on Maycomb’s 

expectations of Atticus . . . 

 

A) “He’s our leader, so he must lead.” 

B) “We trust him to do right.” 

C) “He is the one we’ve chosen to be our 

example.” 

D) “He has issues because he’s human like all the 

rest of us, but he always tries to represent our 

views.” 

E) “He’s tryin’ to make up for our horrible past.” 

 

The Iceman Cometh by Eugene O’Neill 

 

38. The play’s setting:  ___. 

 

A) two weeks in early spring of 1899 in Chicago 

B) two days in summer of 1912 in New York City 

C) three days in autumn of 1915 in New York City 

D) two weeks in summer 1910 in Chicago 

E) two weeks in late summer 1905 in Boston 

 

39. “The Grandstand Foolosopher” . . . 

 

A) Rocky   D)  Mosher 

B) Larry   E)  Harry 

C) Chuck 
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40. Parritt actually was the person who betrayed his 

own mother for ___. 

 

A) a few dollars to spend on a whore 

B) a new identity and witness protection 

C) the expunging of his name from all Movement 

records 

D) an agreement for no charges to be filed on him 

for the bombings 

E) revenge for some imagined abuse he’s suffer 

from her 

 

41. The last time Harry actually left his bar was ___. 

 

A) to rush Bess to the emergency room 

B) the second anniversary of Bess’s death 

C) before automobiles had been invented 

D) right after Joe had lost his own bar 

E) when Hickey had actually lived above the bar 

 

42. Parritt meets his end by ___. 

 

A) choking on a steak 

B) Larry’s stabbing him with a kitchen knife 

C) being run over by a car 

D) Hickey’s pushing him off the sidewalk into the 

path of a car 

E) suicide – likely from the top floor window 

 

43. O’Neill’s writing frequently features the theme of 

the pipe dream, which he also termed the ___. 

 

A) classic screw-up         D)  epic failure 

B) hopeless hope         E)  missed opportunities 

C) purposeless future 

 

44. With all his talk about overcoming his pipe dreams 

and facing reality, in the end, ___ is the most 

delusional in the entire play. 

 

A) Harry   D)  Rocky 

B) Hickey   E)  Joe 

C) Larry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Selected Poetry by William Shakespeare 

 

Sonnet 130 

 

My mistress' eyes are nothing like the sun; 

Coral is far more red than her lips' red; 

If snow be white, why then her breasts are dun; 

If hairs be wires, black wires grow on her head;     4 

                

I have seen roses damasked, red and white, 

But no such roses see I in her cheeks; 

And in some perfumes is there more delight 

Than in the breath that from my mistress reeks.    8 

 

             

I love to hear her speak, yet well I know 

That music hath a far more pleasing sound. 

I grant I never saw a goddess go; 

My mistress, when she walks, treads on the ground.   12 

 

And yet, by heaven, I think my love as rare 

As any she belied with false compare.                           14 

 

45. In this sonnet, Shakespeare___. 

 

A) celebrates his love as being the epitome of 

womanhood 

B) requests that women adhere to the expectations 

of society 

C) illustrates the variance of beauty of women 

D) recognizes that his mistress’s appearance is 

subpar 

E) mocks the unrealistic and hyperbolic language 

of the love poetry of his day 

 

46. From all of the traits not possessed by the mistress, 

the audience is able to infer ___. 

 

A) traits that the persona doesn’t like in women 

B) that his society is accepting of a variety of looks 

C) the physical characteristics considered ideal for 

women during the Renaissance 

D) that his mistress is satisfied with her appearance 

E) the standards of beauty held over from the 

Middle Ages 

 

47. The most derisive word choice pertaining to the 

traits of the mistress is ___. 

 

A) dun   D)  reeks 

B) treads   E)  wires 

C) belied 

 

48. In the first quatrain, each of the lines is ___. 

 

A) end-stopped  D)  roundel 

B) feminine rhyme  E)  acrostic 

C) cinquain 
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49. When examined through a lens of feminine 

criticism, this poem ___. 

 

A) reminds women of the standards they should 

seek to reflect 

B) challenges the idealization of women in poetry 

and critiques patriarchal beauty standards 

C) encourages women to heed the expectations of 

society 

D) gives impetus to the misogynistic attitude of the 

day 

E) offends the aspirations of the women of the 

time 

 

50. Shakespeare’s sonnets number 154 in total; the last 

twenty-seven of these are often referred to as ___. 

 

A) the Dark Lady sonnets 

B) the romantic sonnets 

C) sonnets to Anne 

D) sonnets from the Portuguese 

E) the Fair Youth sonnets 

 

Part III.  Ability in Literary Criticism 

      15 items (2 points each) 

 

"1914" 

 

War broke; and now the Winter of the world 

With perishing great darkness closes in. 

The foul tornado, centred at Berlin, 

Is over all the width of Europe whirled,                      4 

 

Rending the sails of progress.  Rent or furled 

Are all Art's ensigns.  Verse wails.  Now begin 

Famines of thought and feeling.  Love's wine's thin. 

The grain of human Autumn rots, down-hurled.          8 

 

For after Spring had bloomed in early Greece, 

And Summer blazed her glory out with Rome, 

An Autumn softly fell, a harvest home, 

A slow grand age, and rich with all increase.             12 

 

But now, for us, wild Winter, and the need 

Of sowings for new Spring, and blood for seed.    

 

                                                         --- Wilfred Owen 

 

51. In an extended metaphor, war is compared to ___. 

 

A) darkness  D)  arts 

B) Spring   E)  Winter 

C) a tornado 

 

 

 

 

 

52. In an additional metaphor – effective with imagery 

– war is compared to ___. 

 

A) a ship’s sails  D)  blood 

B) famines   E)  ensigns 

C) a tornado 

 

53. “Rending” and “Rent” (line 5) are forms of a verb 

meaning to tear something; the use of these words is 

termed ___. 

 

A) phanopoeia  D)  heteroglossia 

B) instress   E)  polyptoton 

C) epanalepsis 

 

54. The things that normally lead to society’s 

flourishing and progressing include all of these 

except ___. 

 

A) love   D)  blood 

B) art   E)  thought 

C) feeling 

 

55. After the terse clause and the colon in line one, 

there’s a break or a pause called ___. 

 

A) senryu   D)  paean 

B) tension   E)  apocope 

C) caesura 

 

56. The “foul tornado” is “centered at Berlin” because 

___. 

 

A) the evil action of the war seems to ebb 

throughout Europe 

B) Germany was considered the most powerful 

and important of the Central Powers 

C) the Central Powers’ official headquarters were 

in Berlin 

D) Berlin’s culture was considered the origin of the 

Nazi party 

E) Kaiser Wilhelm II had been assassinated in 

Berlin 

 

57. The basic meter of the poem is ___. 

 

A) trochaic decameter      D)  dactylic hexameter 

B) iambic pentameter       E)  spondaic pentameter 

C) anapestic trimeter 

 

58. The majority of the poem follows the pattern of the 

___. 

 

A) Italian sonnet  D)  English sonnet 

B) Miltonic sonnet  E)  curtal sonnet 

C) Spenserian sonnet 
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59. The poem makes a turn at line nine; this turn is 

called a/an ___. 

 

A) ictus   D)  skald 

B) tenor   E)  volta 

C) vehicle 

 

60. At the turn, the poem somewhat switches its course 

from the present devastation to ___. 

 

A) the initial suffering of philosophical conflict 

B) a consideration of a more peaceful and 

prosperous past 

C) a prediction of the gravity and heinous 

happenings of future wars 

D) lauding of human fortitude to emerge strong 

E) an expression of confidence in the resilience of 

his fellow men to survive and overcome 

 

61. In line six, the clause “Verse wails” is an example 

of ___. 

 

A) inscape   D)  personification 

B) concordance  E)  antimeria 

C) doggerel 

 

62. The poem’s persona puts society’s archetypal 

“Spring” in ancient Greece likely because ___. 

 

A) Greece’s democratic blooming was shortlived, 

just like the season 

B) Greece is considered the first major precursor 

to modern European civilization 

C) Greece was an early democracy, just like 

England 

D) Greece was the home of the great philosophers, 

playwrights, and poets 

E) Greece – as a nation – always celebrated Spring 

 

63. The poem suggests that a “new Spring” may come 

at ___. 

 

A) the expense of re-building post-war 

B) the cost of many lives 

C) its natural sequence after the harvest 

D) a time when the enemy runs out of soldiers 

willing to fight 

E) the cost of another world war 

 

64. The fact that the poet Wilfred Owen was killed in 

the ending days of the war is ___. 

 

A) metaphorical  D)  logocentric 

B) oxymoronic  E)  ironic 

C) parabasis 

 

 

 

 

65. Owen’s most lauded anti-war poem is ___. 

 

A) “The Soldier D)  “Dulce et Decorum Est” 

B) “Futility” E)  “The Hero 

C) “War is Kind” 
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