MRC Editorial Writinc

2025-Practice 1

You are a reporter for the Leaguetown Press, Leaguetown High School’s student
newspaper. From the information below, write an editorial as you would for your
school's newspaper. Do not write your name, or the name of your school on your
paper. Include your contestant number in =_o upper _..ug h :._ corner of each

page. You have 45 minutes to complete the 3:3&

Situation
_.mm@cmﬂos\: High wnjoo_ is in Central Texas: ﬁﬁ: hoe mﬁcqm:ﬁmﬁ
%m_ma_goﬂ&m 3

of high wn:oo_ This year's honoree,
Emnmam% courses, dual- msﬂo__?msﬁ n :
r.__@j

:Sm__:m requirement ?oB
pian wit cm U..mﬁm:?a to 5@

Egama.m,m_x Yot ar azgm for Sw Mmmwmwx /mazm; 5 issue of the Press.

Those mceveﬁ.aw, ,z_o proposal . - -
Fipot should accept thi ,Ve:n% to account for exceptional students who don't follow the
traditional fsur-year pathsExtraordinary academic achievement deserves to be recognized,
even if it doesn't filithe ent quidelines. Students are increasingly able to accelerate their
path to graduatign, adrent that reflects a desire for efficiency and early advancement. By
updating these criter P,.moroo_m would be keeping up with the times.

Those opposing the proposal

The current policy emphasizes a four-year journey. The intent is to reward sustained
academic achievement over the course of a student’s high school career. By graduating early,
the student didn’t experience the same workload or challenges that come with balancing
senior-year. It takes more than just grades to demonstrate long-term perseverance for four
years. Maintaining the standard ensures fairness and reflects the traditional expectations of
the high school experience.

*CHAD BOUSSIDA Lead Counselor

By clinging to outdated requirements, we risk penalizing students who work more efficiently,
excel academically and are ready to move on to the next chapter of their lives earlier than
expected. Success should not be constrained by arbitrary timelines. Whether a student excels
in three years or four, their accomplishments deserve to be celebrated. The time has come to
embrace change and to redefine what it means to be at the top of the class.

*ZANE MOUSSER Principal
With the policy change, we can better celebrate students who push the boundaries of what's
possible academically. In the end, this year's valedictorian debate is more than just about
one student. It's a moment for our school to reflect on how we measure and reward success.
The point of education is to encourage students to challenge themselves and achieve their
highest potential.

*LUIS MUNOZ Student

it, even if her journey was shorter ﬁrmz Bomm . %mmw,‘m make senge vwnmm,wm a student for
excelling faster. o

*NAOMY CARDOZA Salutatorian student / :
Valedictorians are supposed to:fgpresent the highest level of academic achievement. A

student who completes three years of high school with the Righest GPA should not be seen
as less deserving of this title simply because:they finished their coursework in less time.

*CHLEAUXY n>_.<_Z%o_.m3 Y
While the curre no:nw\ was created ‘8 @am:ﬂ
send the s\no:m,ammww

irness, sticking to it in this instance could
;i s\rm: we restrict the pool of valedictorians to students who have

completed ww% m&,.wmwﬂm, we are »&Fw,,.m quantity of time over the quality of accompiishment.

* WYATT mmm>_.._.< Smg G
instead of requiringiGPA oy “four years, schools could evaluate GPA based on the student's
high school career, S@E&@mw of their path. The change would align with the increasingly
personalized nature of &ducation. In an era where students can tailor their learning
experience to suit their individual goals, rigid requirements like a four-year GPA seem out of
place.

Additional information

National Association of Gifted Children Organization’s research supports the benefits of
academic acceleration for high-achieving students. Students who graduate early tend to
perform as well, if not better, in college and beyond.



MRC Feature Writing

2025-Practice 1

You are a reporter for the Leaguetown Press, Leaguetown High School’s student
newspaper. From the information below, write a feature story as you would for
your school’s newspaper. Do not write your name, or the name of your school
on your paper. Include your contestant number in n__c up) _..u__n.._.m:._ corner of
each page. You have 60 minutes to complete n_.o contest.

Situation
rmm@cmSE: is ﬁonmﬁma in Central Texas and :

>1 4& wgmaam in g mn mL 2. Junior Aaron

global service, focusing on his mxnonmghmw.mo,irm past %«am w@wﬂw as well as his recent trip.
Representatives of the World Relief Fung will also be.in %umﬁaw:nm You are writing for the
Friday, Oct. 11, edition of the #ess. "

*AARON IEFFRIES, Junior

pou owm m,uo:moa a nr__a for wcocﬁ $35 a month and
help a child tg & U%mwn§mw_m ‘medical care. Of course, a larger donation helps
more, but Lknew, even as teepage mﬁﬁ could come up with $35 a month.

After ['sigried ugy _‘mnoz%ww,wﬁn et wwc& my sponsored child, a boy named Louis, who
lives in a «ﬁamm in Ketiy. Louis:is now 12 years old, and for a couple of years we exchanged
letters. | felt Tike | knew ad when | had an opportunity to actually go visit him in person,
I just knew | hadto go.| My father went the summer before, and | was able to go back with
him this year. | was mmm%;w:\ the youngest person on the trip. First, we went to a village
called Kisumu, wheré'a couple my parents know have started a clinic. There, they care for
men who are often injured in the fishing industry, and they also provide basic employment
for women whose husbands have died of AIDS. The clinic our friends run is able to get more
supplies than the hospital nearby. When we visited that hospital, it was shocking. There were
no painkillers, nothing to relieve pain. | was overwhelmed by the smells and the screaming. |
realized how incredibly different life in the village is from the lives we had back home.

After we went to Kisumu, we went to Eldoret. We visited children in a sponsored school there.
That's where | got to see Louis. When | first saw his picture, before | sponsored him, he didn't

look healthy. Now, he's healthy and much happier. Helping him has helped his entire family.
He was so thankful and polite, but he doesn't speak much English, only Swahili. We still
communicated, though. He showed me his school work and where he lives. | brought him a
soccer ball, and we were able to play with it together. People at my church sent balls and toys
for the other children, so we were able to give everyone there something to take home.

| plan to increase the amount of money | send by helping with my dad's cattle business to
pay for it. | have so much at home, and these children have so little in this village. Sometimes,
seeing the need in a picture doesn't really hit you like it does when you see the need in
person. When you get to see them, that's when you know it’s real.

*GORDON JEFFRIES, Aaron’s father
When Aaron first wanted to sponsor a child, | made him wark and save up six:nonths of
payments in advance. | needed him to see that this was 2. serious;commitmént:d. didn't want
him to decide to quit once he'd been sponsoring a few marths. He's Aays beeria hard
worker with our family's cattle. Now he raises and gelfs eattle to help. find his donations. He's
up before school to help feed, and he spends.weekends: helping out i kinds of weather.
He's increasing his income so that he can sp sor ansther child'son y

*NANCY TAYLOR, Valley Community Church 953»9 ooz_auz:
We have not had any youth prior to Aaron go with us o ‘&:nm He was so mature and caring.
Now, he's mvmmx_sm to o?ma inhis m,nr ol and 833:33. about the need he saw while we

the mca_m;oo when he mag_dmm

mm the Bcaqam co% ne

The :mémvmuQ m«%m will oma« a series of stories with updates throughout the year. We heard
about Aaron's story wher the yearbook staff was interviewing students about their summer
activities, and we tholight it would make a great series. What if 10 Leaguetown students have
what it takes to change an entire classroom in another country? We hope our coverage will
help bring information and attention to his cause.

*Additional information

World Relief Fund supplies food, education and health care for children in need. The
organization was established more than 80 years ago and serves children in more than 100
countries.



MRC Headline Writing

2025 Practice 1

You are a headline writer for the Leaguetown Press, Leaguetown High School’s
student newspaper. From the information below, write headlines as you would
for your school’s newspaper. Write your number in the upper right-hand corner
of both answer sheet pages. You have 30 minutes to complete the contest.

Story 1 — Write a 3-line headline with each line counting »n. g \

Leaguetown Main Street will host its annual Paint the Town Pigk m‘&wﬁ..mm%, :o:ow %uamwwg:nﬂ
awareness month. The event kicks off with the pink line nmﬂm%o,@,,w ,_ Pm@ at Em _.mmmw_@os: Visitor Center on
m_a mz,mmﬁ : :

mw@@ma 53?32 msn_ hot dog lunches Wc,mo arg m«u mzm &&aa@,& 1 Awm a.m. with all proceeds cm:&e:@

County.

"Stery 2 — Write a ~ line _.nu&@m;!_z. each line 8.5.:& 26-32.
%c:m& ummm& ‘arésolution opposing a permit for a landfill in south League
County, Q::m ao? :m@w%m _Bumnm. on the mmﬁomsn_so aﬁaosama and travel. According to New League officials,
sal, LiGapplied for aType ,;x:,ﬁum_ solid waste landfill at 761 Private Road 1245 in Cady.
The app nw:oaaammmmn that the landil would primarily receive construction and demolition wastes, and brush
and trash from League maa surrounding Scwm%m The proposed fandfill is expected to reach over 875 feet mean
sea level {200 %mm go<m the surdaces; g&:m to information from city staff, and could generate 1,300 trips per
day, 50 percent being roll off ?_nxw

“The negative impagt this couit bay ve on our community and its well-being could be exponentially greater than
anyone expects,” Ci waé@ wﬁuﬁoﬂwaa Shannan said. “It's a terrible idea.”

The council cited p Gntamination of the Trinity Aquifer, as well as drainage into Possum Kingdom Lake.
Council member Lillian _m:&é. ki commented on the danger it poses to travel in the area, with nearby Farm Road 71
and County Road 1234 already a trouble spot during morning and evening travel.

The resolution was approved unanimously. Shannan also said Texas Senator Tan Parker (R-Flower Mound)
requested TCEQ hold a public hearing on the landfill, but a date has not been set. More information wi be available
in the Thursday Leaguetown Fress.

Story 3 — Write a 1-line headline counting 19 to 26.
Every member of the varsity girls volleyball team was sidelined by a virus after last night's district opener

against arch rival Euless Trinity.
“The day before the game, the girls started dropping like flies,” Coach David Wood said. “I knew by the morning
of the game that half of the girls would be unable to play.”
Fourteen members of the junior varsity girls stepped up to help.
“For obvious reasons, we just canceled the JV girls game,” Athletic Director Bobby Adminson said. “Despite
these hardships, the ladies put in a respectable showing, only losing by five points.”

Story 4 — Write a 1-line main headline counting 9-16 and a 1-line secondary headline counting
19-26.

LHS students in grades K-5 are invited to join the varsity cheerleaders in their annual one-day cheerleading
and tumbling mini clinic after school from 4 to 6 p.m. Oct. 2

“First of all, this is a fundraiser, but we also want our younger students to enjoy cheerleading,” senior cheer
captain Tianna Geiger said. “We plan to use the money to help pay for mcasm«m%v:

Last year, the squad could not afford an out-of-town camp, so 3&3@?2 _._mg G have a logal two-day
workshop on campus.

“The fee for the clinic is $55 per person, with a $20 discount fo*. m&as:&;ma ings," ¢hieer nom} Barbara
Meador said. “That includes spirit gear, a mu_:_ sack, plus snagk ;&w smmsw_r the _g&am down to ‘the field where
they'll perform two cheers prior to the game.”

The baseball team ammm its fourth new hiead nom%.: ur years, mak ‘m;, ammh:_” to establish any continuity
within the program. But new head coach: saac Ramifez n_msm fodRys o
:?mmm athletes deserve to :mé mqﬁmozm &g believes i them

So far the u_mﬁa 3.2@3%0:&& o the new coach’s vnoaam:nm and renewed energy.
_iw want a s_::.:@ mﬁmo: and a trip 8 5» ﬁ&omm said senior catcher Jaime Perez. “In our school's three-
, ,m_?sa us find faith in oEmm_ém He says that he plans to

The <w.”u_Q ngm mnmmo:.ou%mﬁ is mza&gm_:m, rival Winnetka Wonkas on :oao field at 7 p.m.

Story 6 - i tite a N _._.o,,wmﬁ&:_& with amn-_ line counting 21-28.
The school board plans to 68 hursday on a resolution opposing proposed state legislation. The legislation
would impose fines of parents “who do not attend monthly parent-teacher conferences. Principal Mauricio Sanchez

says this sort of law woufd be difficult to enforce, with the burden of keeping track of attendance falling on the

teachers and office personnel.

“Although parents need to be more involved in their child's education, legislating their involvement simply won't
work," Sanchez said. “And besides, it would be on the teachers to enforce this, and their plates are already full
enough. Before this plan can work, more thought should be put into how it would be enforced, and who would be
responsible for enforcing it, filing out the paperwork and recording fines. This legislation is not in anyone's best
interest.”




MRC News Writing

2025-Practice 1

You are a reporter for the Leaguetown Press, Leaguetown High School's student
newspaper. From the information below, write a news story as you would for
your school’s newspaper. Do not write your name, or the name of your school
on your paper. Include your contestant number in the upper right-hand corner of
each page. You have 45 minutes to complete the contest

Situation :
_ummmcmﬁos\: IE: mnroo_ is _oomﬁma in the vw:zw

detect vapor emissions from electroni

in bathrooms, stairwells, and other wwwm‘3

the moroo_ is also E:ﬁi@.

and H:m harmful ¢
install the new: vap

The who ﬁ:m?m isi ﬁ::n& ﬁnn in protecting student health and well-being. Vaping
among teens has becorme @.waro:m concern not just in our district but across the country. We
have a responsibifity.te. cigate a safe and healthy learning environment for all students and the
installation of vap tors is a proactive measure to help address the growing problem.
While the detectors help enforce school policy, they are only part of the solution. It's

a start. We will also add a focus on education to ensure students understand the risks and
avoid engaging in this harmful behavior.

*RAMSEY WILEY Principal
The school has seen a significant increase in students using vape products, particularly in
restrooms and locker rooms. We want to create a safe and healthy environment for all our

students, and vaping rot only violates school policy but can also pose serious health risks.
This is one step toward addressing the problem. We're committed to doing whatever it takes
to reduce the vaping incidents on campus. The administration will evaluate the effectiveness
of the detectors at the end of the semester, and depending on the results, may expand the
program.

KYLER RAY Counselor
The school will add some mandatory education and counseling components in addition to the
physical vape detectors. It's about protecting the health of our students and maintaining a
safe school environment. Students will attend educational sessions during health and science
classes the first six weeks of school on the dangers of vaping and will also meet with their
school counselors.

<AUSTIN DAVIS Senior

*ASIA ALLMON Sophomore N
It feels like they're treating us like 013_:&.@,;@& are 6ther ways
without spying on us all the time. | get that vapi
of our personal space. I'm worried about 3
| was in the wrong place at the Eﬁo:m wgm

| stand behind the in .
from the dangers of picotine mﬂaﬁro:, I'm
becoming an mvawﬁn among teenagt

Vape detectors aea crucial mﬂan in nyoﬁmnﬁ_:m students. We've seen how vaping has
skyrocketed al m:mm:m and it's become harder to ngm@m inside the school. These
detectors ate just one part of the solution. I'm glad we're also focusing on education, helping
students understand the rest risks of vaping, both in terms of health and academics. It's not

just about catching Students; it's about preventing them from starting in the first place

«Additional informatian

Unlike smoke detectors, these devices are specifically designed to pick up the vapor emitted
by electronic cigarettes. Consequences for students being caught vaping include confiscation
of vaping device, parental notifications, mandatory education and could result in suspension
or DAEP placement.




(ONTESTANT NUMBER

2025 MRC

Copy ng:m

132.8 1 om
This test is produced, and should ww @Eama
using the 2024-2026 Associated Pmmm.m%mwoow“ 57th edition,
in vza or %aama.o: or before ltine-1; 2024, online.

Students mayYy use %m AP mﬁmvgx 99032 and/or thesaurus

For Judge’s Use

Points from PART 1 o_,am from PART 2 FINAL PLACE

POINTS/15 POINTS/20 TOTAL POINTS FINAL PLACE

DO NOT TURN THIS PAGE UNTIL INSTRUCTED TO DO SO!

Recommended
Editing Marks

Students should use clearly understood editing symbols.

Students will NOT be penalized for using other symbols. it is up to the
judges to determine if marks are “clearly understood.”

§ LEAGUETOWN, TEXAS — The ¢

said Thursday.lit was the first and last.
attempts,
With this the president txied.

e Tonedmich fompany is not
over a period ofShay br more years

there werdS ) the group,

s,

#ahmﬁn .E&mg .

; W

the &w.. user E.s.nﬁs them

B
{oor<s

misspelied

S

indent for paragraph
paragraph
no vl%ﬁ%v

transpose

use figures
spellaut
hbroviate
don't abdrviate

L ppersase

fowercase
remove space
insert space
ignore correction
insert word
delete

insert comma
insert apostiophe
insert guotation marks
Insert period
insert hyphen
insert dash

Spelfing errors should be corrected,
not simply marked for comection.




CONTESTANT NUMBER ___ CONTESTANT NUMBER
Copy Editing Contest Practice 1 Copy Editing Contest Practice 1
DIRECTIONS: This test is divided into two secti Write all your responses as indicated. You have 15 minutes. PART 2: Edit the following sentences to eliminate/correct FOUR (and only four) errors in wordiness, AP

style, grammar, spelling or punctuation in each of the five statements below. Use clearly understood editing
symbols. Spelling errors should be corrected, not simply marked for correction. Judges will consider only the
first four corrections marked. Any others will be ignored. Compound errors such as changing “First Lady” to
“first lady” will be considered as one error. (4 pts. each)

Part 1: Circle the correct response. (1 pt. each)

1. For no apparent / apparant reason, Ginger laughed out loud in English class.

1. The Worlds Longest Yard Sale takes place in August, and spanns 6 mmmmm and is 690 miles long.

& World Report. Leaguetown North, Leaguetown Memgsial, and rm@mﬁ%m‘

1 5 Magnet all

voucher program is in.Wash,

¢ 2 5 School Choice Guide.
Patriot’s / Patriots’ Siarting quarterback.

punished us.all 5. Winter storm &q&mgm added tothe challenges of containing a large building fire on MR

g, B Mattison x@:..wnvo&wﬂwsc:m that fire-fighters fought for hours before extinguishing the flames
12, The twin towers were destroyed in the 9/11 / 9-11 attack. .
, around 4 am.

13; The mantle / mantel lies between the Earth's core and the crust.
14. The ball landed on the 1-yard line / one-yard line with eight seconds to go in the game.

15. The new parliament / parliment starts its four-year term at the end of May.

TOTAL /15 TOTAL /20




CONTESTANT NUMBER

Copy Editing Contest Practice 1

PART 3: In the space provided, edit the foll g news brief to make the wording clear and to eliminate word-
iness as well as any errors in AP style, grammar, spelling or punctuation. You do NOT have to rewrite the news
brief. Make notes of anything you believe needs clarification, additional research or additional reporting. PART
3 WiLL BE USED ONLY TO BREAK TIES BUT IS REQUIRED. In the event of a tie, if you do not make any effort on

Part 3, your entire entry will be DISQUALIFIED.

a7 wma om 3 mwwﬁmﬂw%: aoa_:m:o: wins over Bonham and mmgo move to 2-0

%

a minor bump with a 2-1 defeat versus Jackson, but quickly got back on track

The Minions it
with a Victory over Sarasota last week, a match against Big Spring was cancelled due to
rain, leaving the Minions with an impressive 5-1-0 record after Monday nights win over Caty.

According to MaxxPreps, the Minions are currently ranked 14th in the State.




