February 2025 MRC CI&E 10

MRC ENTERPRISES
Current Issues & Events — Test 10

1. Democrat and machinist union leader  won a special election (January 31) to represent a solidly red Texas Senate district that
President Donald Trump carried by 17 points in 2024, a stunning upset. The win will be short-lived for him; he was a first-time
candidate and will serve out the roughly 11 months remaining in the term of Republican Kelly Hancock, who vacated the seat to
become Texas’ acting comptroller. But the outcome serves as a warning shot for Republicans that will likely embolden
Democrats as they angle for other red-leaning seats across Texas — and the country — in November.

A. Christian Menefee C. Armondo Edwards
B. Taylor Rehmet D. Lee Wambsganss
2. The two federal immigration agents who fired on Minneapolis protester Alex Pretti are identified in government records as
Border Patrol agent  and Customs and Border Protection officer .
A. Jesus Ochoa, Raymundo Gutierrez C. Norlan Guzman-Fuentes, Joshua Jahn

B. Miguel Angel Garcia-Hernandez, Ryan Louis Mosqueda D. Jonathan Ross, John Holmes

3. Two detainees at the nation’s only current immigrant family detention center, 70 miles south of | have “active measles
infections,” federal and state officials said (early February). Federal officials halted “all movement” and quarantined some
migrants in an effort to contain the outbreak. Liam Conejo Ramos, a 5-year-old Ecuadorian boy who federal agents picked up in
Minneapolis along with his father, had been held in the facility before being released.

A. Dallas C. Austin
B. San Antonio D. Odessa

4. In a scathing video released in early February, former U.S. Rep.  ripped state Rep. James Talarico for allegedly calling him a
“mediocre Black man” and urged voters to support U.S. Rep. Jasmine Crockett, Talarico’s opponent in the Democratic primary
for U.S. Senate.

A. Al Green C. Ronald Reynolds
B. Beto O'Rourke D. Colin Allred

5. The Texas Education Agency recently warned school districts that they could be taken over by the state if they help facilitate
students walking out of class to attend protests. The agency released guidance after Gov. Greg Abbott directed Education
Commissioner Mike Morath to investigate a social media post showing  Independent School District students participating in
nationwide walkouts against the recent killings of several people by federal immigration officers.

A. Austin C. Houston
B. Corpus Christi D. Fort Worth
6. A federal district judge recently declared a 2021 law restricting state investments in companies boycotting the  industry

unconstitutional, calling it “facially overbroad” and citing First and Fourteenth Amendment concerns. The law in question, SB 13,
is commonly referred to as an “anti-ESG” law.

A. insurance C. fossil fuel
B. education D. pharmaceutical
7. A lecturer, Bret Byron, is no longer teaching at the university after a doctor publicly shared an expletive-filled Facebook

message in which an account with his name and picture told her he hoped she would be deported. Dr. Dhivya Srinivasa, a plastic
and reconstructive surgeon and the CEO and founder of the Institute for Advanced Breast Reconstruction, first shared the
screenshots in early February on Facebook. She then reposted them, tagging the university. She sees the message as part of a
broader climate in which social media and political rhetoric have emboldened people to make comments they might not otherwise

say.
A. University of Texas at Austin C. Texas State University
B. University of North Texas D. Texas A & M University
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Several Texas House Democrats have until February 9" to appeal fines of over ___ each for leaving the state for two weeks over
the summer to block a controversial redistricting plan, according to a letter from House Administration Committee Chair Rep.
Charlie Geren. The U.S. Supreme Court allowed the new Congressional maps drawn by Republicans for the 2026 elections.

A. $500 C. $5,000
B. $900 D. $9,000

Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton filed suit against a recycling company and other affiliates for unauthorized disposal of
industrial solid waste after it was discovered that the company was illegally disposing of wind turbine parts in . Global
Fiberglass Solutions of Texas LLC was hired by multiple companies to break down and recycle turbine blades and parts.
According to Paxton’s suit, the company failed to properly dispose of the materials and have instead created a stockpile of over
3,000 turbine parts.

A. Sweetwater C. Amarillo
B. Lubbock D. Pampa
Citing a “tolerance for criminality,” many Texas politicians have turned against ___, including Governor Gregg Abbott.

Although the candidate was once endorsed by Donald Trump, the President has been silent recently about his “man in Texas” as
the Stephenville Republican runs for Agricultural Commissioner for a fourth term.

A. Dan Patrick C. Glenn Hegar
B. Jim Wright D. Sid Miller

“Melania” earned $7 million at the domestic box office during its debut, the highest opening for a nonmusic documentary in more
than a decade. Documentaries are not typically major ticket sales drivers, with the majority of releases over the last 10 years
opening at under $5 million and grossing $10 million to $20 million worldwide, according to data from Comscore. It is believed

that  paid $40 million for the documentary, plus $35 million in advertising, so it remains to be seen if the film turns a profit.
A. Amazon C. Netflix
B. Apple TV D. HBO/Max

___has “paused” its New Shepard program for the next two years, a move that likely signals a permanent end to the suborbital
space tourism initiative. The small rocket and capsule have been flying since April 2015 and have combined to make 38
launches. In its existence, the New Shepard program flew 98 people to space, however briefly, and launched more than 200
scientific and research payloads into the microgravity environment. The company plans to “redirect our people and resources
toward further acceleration of our human lunar capabilities inclusive of New Glenn,” according to chief executive, Dave Limp.

A. Axiom Space C. SpaceX
B. Blue Origin D. Virgin Galactic

OPEC+ confirmed in early February that it will __ through the first quarter of 2026. Key producers described the decision as
“healthy oil market fundamentals.” The tensions between Iran and the United States are causing some concern, according to
some producers.

A. substantially increase output C. substantially decrease output
B. keep oil production steady D. marginally raise output

A federal judge recently declined to immediately halt Operation Metro Surge, allowing the sweeping federal immigration
enforcement action in Minnesota to continue while a broader legal challenge plays out. U.S. District Judge Katherine Menendez
denied a request from Minnesota officials for a temporary restraining order. “The  Circuit has recently reiterated that entry or
injunction barring the federal government from enforcing federal law imposes significant harm on the government,” the judge
wrote.

A. Sixth C. Eighth
B. Seventh D. Ninth
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15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

President Donald Trump on February 3™ signed into law a massive funding package to end the brief government shutdown that
began two days earlier. The bill passed the House earlier on the 3™ on a vote of 217-214. It passed the Senate the previous week.
The legislation will ensure full-year funding for the federal government through the end of _ , with the lone exception of the
Department of Homeland Security, which got a two-week extension.

A. March C. September
B. June D. December
A U.S. fighter jet shot down an Iranian drone as it approached the aircraft carrier USS ___ in the Arabian Sea on February 3%,

according to a statement from U.S. Central Command. Later in the day, a Navy destroyer came to the assistance of a U.S.-flagged
tanker that was harassed by multiple Iranian small boats as it transited the Strait of Hormuz.

A. Abraham Lincoln C. Gerald R. Ford
B. George Washington D. Ronald Reagan

___ offered caviar, but only online as a promotion before Valentine’s Day. The kits were free of charge and limited to a first-
come/first-served basis while supplies lasted.

A. Starbucks C. Long John Silvers
B. Chick-fil-A D. McDonald’s
U.S.-Iran talks were held in __ on February 6™; the meeting took place after the U.S. military said it shot down an Iranian drone

and Iranian forces threatened to seize a U.S.-flagged vessel (as stated in question #16 above). The talks were direct, without an
intermediary, according to sources.

A. Qatar C. Oman
B. United Arab Emirates D. Kuwait

Which of these newspapers recently announced it would be initiating widespread layoffs, dramatically shrinking the size of the
storied paper? Executive Editor Matt Murray informed the staff of the cuts, which will cut across the international, editing,
metro, and sports desks, and come just days after the more than 145-year-old newspaper scaled back its coverage of the 2026
Winter Olympics amid mounting financial losses.

A. The New York Times C. U.S.A. Today

B. The Washington Post D. The Boston Globe
“ _” show host Savannah Guthrie's mother, Nancy, is missing in Arizona in what police believe was an abduction from her
home while she slept. The elderly woman went missing on February 2™ and "is very limited in her mobility; we know she didn't
just walk out of there," according to the Pima County sheriff. She doesn't have any cognitive issues, but is in urgent need of her
daily medication, authorities said.

A. Good Morning America C. CBS Mornings
B. The View D. Today

U.S. Judge Aileen Cannon on February 4" sentenced  to spend the rest of his life in prison for attempting to assassinate
President Donald Trump on his Florida golf course in September 2024. Before handing down the sentence, Cannon rebuked the
defendant’s actions and called him an "evil" man. She also praised the actions of law enforcement and witnesses for bringing him
to justice. Cannon cut off the convicted man after he attempted to use his opportunity to address the court to make a speech about
Ukraine and other topics unrelated to his crimes.

A. Ryan Routh C. Michael Steven Sandford
B. Thomas Crooks D. Tyler Robinson
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22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

Devon Energy and Coterra Energy in early February announced a $58 billion all-stock merger to become a large-cap producer

with a top position in ___ as the shale sector consolidates to cut costs and boost scale.
A. Venezuela C. the Green River Formation (Colorado, Utah, Wyoming)
B. the Permian Basin D. the Vaca Muerta Formation of Argentina

Former President Clinton and former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton have agreed to testify before the House Oversight and
Government Reform Committee as part of the panel’s investigation into the convicted sex offender Jeffrey Epstein. The news
marks a stunning about-face that came after months of negotiations and as the House Rules Committee was preparing to tee up
floor votes on potentially holding the two in contempt of Congress. The House Oversight Committee voted last month to advance
the contempt resolutions. The Clintons will .

A. appear together in late February C. appear separately in late February
B. appear in a public hearing D. appear on consecutive days in mid-March

President Donald Trump on February 5" announced the launch of TrumpRx — a direct-to-consumer website that is key to his
administration’s efforts to lower prescription drug costs in the U.S. The site is not selling drugs directly to American patients, but
will act as a central hub that points them to drugmakers that are offering discounts on certain products on their own direct-to-
consumer sites. At launch, the site features only medications from the first  companies to strike pricing deals with the
administration, although at least sixteen companies have already reached agreements to participate.

A. three C. seven
B. five D. nine

Researchers at MIT and the Scripps Research Institute have now developed a vaccine that generates a significant population of
rare precursor B cells that are capable of evolving to produce broadly neutralizing antibodies. Expanding these cells is the first
step toward a successful _ vaccine. This research, and other vaccine developments including needle-free immunizations such
as microarray patches (MAPs), is expected to transform global immunization programs in 2026 and beyond.

A. respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) C. Ebola
B. human papillomavirus (HPV) D. human immunodeficiency viruses (HIV)

Sitcom actors, Taskmaster contestants, Edinburgh Fringe Festival winners and familiar panel show faces are among the stars who
will appear on the British version of Saturday Night Live. The six-episode series, based on the long-running US variety show,
will launch in ___, broadcaster Sky has confirmed. Like the US version, Saturday Night Live UK will feature a celebrity guest
host every week, as well as a music star who will perform live. Sky said the show's arrival would end the long wait for UK
audiences to hear a new spin on the famous opening line - "Live from London, it's Saturday Night!"

A. March C. August
B. June D. October
The eldest son of __ ’s crown princess has been arrested over new allegations, police said on February 2nd, a day ahead of his

trial on charges including rape in a case that has been an embarrassment to the royal family. Marius Borg Heiby was arrested on
February 1% and is accused of assault, threats with a knife and violation of a restraining order, police said in a statement. Media
outlets quoted police as saying the offenses allegedly took place over the weekend.

A. Denmark C. Sweden
B. Norway D. Iceland

Tourists hoping to get close to the Trevi Fountain now have to pay 2 euros ($2.35) as the city of  inaugurated a new fee
structure to help raise money and control crowds at one of the world’s most celebrated waterworks. The attraction was made

famous by Federico Fellini’s movie “La Dolce Vita.”

A. Florence C. Naples
B. Milan D. Rome
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29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

The second day of US-brokered talks in __ between Ukrainian and Russian negotiators to end the war in Ukraine concluded on
February 5%. The two sides agreed to exchange 314 prisoners, as well as to resume talks "in the coming weeks," Kyiv's lead
negotiator Rustem Umerov said.

A. Istanbul, Turkey C. Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates
B. Amman, Jordan D. Geneva, Switzerland

___ regulators have broadened their crackdown on crypto activities, imposing strict oversight on tokenization and stablecoin
issuance in a February 6" notice. "Recently, influenced by various factors, speculative activities related to virtual currencies and
the tokenization of real-world assets have occurred frequently, posing new challenges and situations for risk prevention and
control," said the notice.

A. Japanese C. European Union
B. Australian D. Chinese
The chief-of-staff to resigned recently over the furor surrounding the appointment of an ambassador to the U.S. despite his

ties to Jeffrey Epstein. “The decision to appoint [the ambassador] was wrong. He has damaged our party, our country and trust in
politics itself,” the former advisor said in a statement. The move seemingly confirms what some observers have said about the
Epstein scandal in recent weeks: Americans involved with Epstein have largely avoided consequences, while Epstein’s “friends”
in Europe have not.

A. Emmanuel Macron C. Keir Starmer
B. Friedrich Merz D. Giorgia Meloni

A tiny sketch of a human foot recently sold for $27.2 million including fees at a Christie’s sale in New York after the auction
house identified _ as the artist responsible. When the sketch was discovered and auctioned, it sparked a bidding war,
eventually selling for almost 20 times its original estimate.

A. Michelangelo C. Leonardo da Vinci
B. El Greco D. Rembrandt

Japan’s conservative prime minister Sanae Takaichi has won a landslide victory after she gambled on a high-stakes snap election.
Takaichi, who took office in October after being elected leader of the governing Liberal Democratic Party (LDP), surpassed the
310 seats needed for a supermajority in the 465-seat lower house. Since becoming prime minister, Japan’s relationship with
has become more tense than usual.

A. The United States C. China
B. India D. Taiwan
A shooting at a school in remote northern ___ left seven people dead, while two more were found dead at a nearby home,

Canadian authorities said Tuesday (February 11). A woman believed by police to be the shooter was also found dead, apparently
from a self-inflicted wound. The shootings were Canada’s deadliest rampage since 2020, when a gunman in Nova Scotia killed
13 people and set fires that left another nine dead.

A. Alberta C. Ontario
B. British Columbia D. Saskatchewan

Cuban aviation officials have warned airlines that there isn't enough fuel for airplanes to refuel on the island, the latest step in its
moves to ration energy as the Trump administration cuts the Caribbean nation off from its fuel resources. The government
published the notices to airlines and pilots on February 8, warning that jet fuel wouldn't be available at  airports across the
island starting on February 10 and continuing until March 11. Some airlines have chosen to suspend flights to Cuba, while others
have added fueling stops at nearby destinations so they can continue serving Cuban airports.

A. three C. nine
B. six D. twelve
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36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

Apple and Google have recently agreed to make their mobile app stores fairer and more transparent for thousands of developers,
__'s antitrust regulator said on February 8, hailing it as an important first step in its tougher regime. Thousands of businesses
rely on Apple's App Store and Google's Play Store to review and distribute their apps, and many have complained the process is
unclear and inconsistent.

A. Britain C. China
B. Japan D. Canada

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un has selected his  as his heir, South Korea's spy agency told lawmakers on Thursday
(February 12). It remains unclear why Kim Jong Un has apparently made this choice, since he is relatively young and apparently
in good health.

A. wife C. sister
B. son D. daughter
Ukrainian ___ athlete Vladyslav Heraskevych, a likely medal contender at the Milan Cortina Games, was barred from racing

Thursday (February 12) after refusing a last-minute plea from the International Olympic Committee to not use a helmet that
honors more than 20 athletes and coaches killed since Russia invaded his country four years ago. The decision came roughly 45
minutes before the start of the competition and ended a three-day saga where Heraskevych knew he was risking being pulled from
the Games by wearing the helmet, one that the IOC says breaks rules against making statements on the field of play.

A. speed skating C. Alpine skiing
B. skeleton D. cross-country skiing

s President Cyril Ramaphosa said recently that the country would send its troops into communities to help police fight the
scourge of illegal mining and gang violence. According to Ramaphosa, “organized crime is now the most immediate threat to our
democracy,” endangering both economic stability and public safety. The country has one of the highest homicide rates in the
world, with an average of around 63 killings per day in 2025. Guns are the most commonly used weapon, according to authorities,
and illegal firearms are used in many crimes, despite the stringent rules governing gun ownership.

A. Sudan C. Nigeria
B. South Africa D. Mali

___will hold a referendum on whether to cap the country's population at 10 million. The country is home to around 9.1 million
people. People from abroad, mostly from European Union countries, are believed to be around 30% of the population. The
proposal seeks to change the constitution so that if the population — including both native citizens and foreign nationals with
residency papers — reaches 9.5 million before 2050, the government must take steps to limit population growth.

A. Austria C. Sweden
B. Portugal D. Switzerland

ESSAY: The Munich Security Conference recently took place between February 13 and February 15. On Saturday, February 14,

Marco Rubio delivered an address at the conference which was well received by those in attendance. What were the main
points of Rubio’s speech, and how did it differ from the speech given by J. D. Vance at the conference in 2025?
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1. B 21. A
2. A 22. B
3. B 23. C
4. D 24. B
5. A 25. D
6. C 26. A
7. C 27. B
8. D 28. D
9. A 29. C
10. D 30. D
11. A 31. C
12. B 32. A
13. B 33. C
14. C 34. B
15. C 35. C
16. A 36. A
17. D 37. D
18. C 38. B
19. B 39. B
20. D 40. D
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. 21,
2. 2.
3. 23,
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5. 25.
6. 26.
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0. 30.
1. 3.
2. 2.
13. 3.
4. 4.
15, 35.
16. 36.
17. 37.
18. 38
9. 39.

20. 40.
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SUGGESTIONS FOR THE ESSAY: Students may include some of the following information in response to the essay prompt.

The Munich Security Conference has been held annually in February since 1963. It is an important independent forum for the
exchange of views by international policy decision makers. Usually, the event hosts about 350 participants from 70 countries.

Last year, U. S. Vice President J. D. Vance spoke at the conference and delivered a message which was not well-received by
conference attendees. Vance’s provocative speech warned that the greatest threat to Europe is internal—specifically the erosion
of democratic norms, free speech, and the suppression of populist dissent—rather than external threats like Russia or China. He
urged European leaders to stop fearing their own voters.

At this year’s event, the “lead” speaker for the United States was Secretary of State Marco Rubio. In his speech, Rubio called for
a renewed, "civilizational" alliance between the U.S. and Europe, emphasizing a, shift away from globalist policies toward
national sovereignty, stronger defense spending, and stricter border controls. He urged Europe to reject "managed decline,"
arguing for a "new Western century" built on, shared cultural identity rather than just economic or military agreements.

These were the main points of the address:

Reassertion of Western Identity: Rubio defined the U.S. and Europe as part of a single, shared Western civilization, urging
a return to valuing their history, culture, and traditions.

Defense and Burden-Sharing: He pressured European allies to increase defense spending to reduce reliance on the U.S. and
deter threats, stating that strong, self-sufficient allies make the alliance stronger.

Critique of Immigration and Globalism: He linked "mass migration" to threats against societal cohesion and culture, and
dismissed "climate cult" policies, favoring national sovereignty over international institutions.

A "New Western Century': Rubio called for unleashing economic ingenuity, re-industrialization, and a focus on building a
secure and prosperous future for the West, rather than managing its decline.

Pro-Trump Agenda: The speech outlined an approach to foreign policy which aligns with views previously expressed by
President Trump, focusing on national interests and a transactional relationship with allies.

The address was seen as an attempt to pivot the U.S.-Europe relationship toward a more conservative, sovereign-focused
partnership, asking European leaders to adopt a more robust, nationalist, and identity-driven, approach. Rubio received a
standing ovation at the conclusion of his speech in Munich, a stark contrast to the response to Vance, last year’s keynote
American official. Some observers have remarked that the general messages of both speeches were very similar; Rubio’s use
of rhetoric, however, made his main points much easier for the audience to accept.
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